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life after hoops 


¢ Workforce training, 
Bradford College, MCAS 


test results discussed 


By GEORGE WARD 
Editor 


e use of soon defunct Bradford Col 
lege and how to handle MCAS test 
results were among the issues dis- 
- cussed at the annual State Legislators Day. 

_ Although many seemed pessimistic 
about a state college taking over Bradford 
College, Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
Byron Matthews hopes that regardless of 
what happens with Bradford, the NECC 
community will have a voice in the decision 
making process. 

The possibility of Salem State taking 
over the 200-year-old school was discussed, 
and Matthews was adamant about not los- 
ing freshmen and sophomores to a new 
four-year college. 

The controversy surrounding the Mass. 
Comprehensive Achievements Standards 
test results was also discussed. President 
David Hartleb and the legislators agreed 
that NECC should not become a refuge for 
students who don’t do well on the test, but 


Kalil: Not your 
average Cj 
professor 


® He brings diverse 
range of experiences to 
his new job 


By LUKE PERKINS 
Photography Editor 


rry Kalil isn’t the average criminal 
justice professor. With 24 years on 
the Lawrence police force, he brings 

more to the job than just his degree. 
Kalil, a 49-year-old Lawrence native, is 
fairly new to NECC. He started as a part- 
time instructor shortly after he retired from 
the police force because ofhealth problems. 
His professional experience has gone 
way beyond the city limits of Lawrence, 
where he was a patrolman, detective and 
even rode a motorcycle. Kalil was also on 


some sort of provision should be made to 
help these struggling high school students. 

Everyone agreed that the results of the 
tests and how to handle them may end up 
in court. 

The topic of workforce development 
dominated the meeting, and the legislators 
praised the college’s advancement in that 
area. 

The event was held to not only inform 
the representatives. and senators of the 
advancement the college has made in many 
areas, but to get input from the legislators, 
concerning things the college is doing right, 
things that need improvement and other 
general thoughts. 

The event opened with a welcome from 
President David Hartleb and brief introduc- 
tions by each member of the panel. 

Hartleb said he was pleased with the 
event. He said that in past years the meet- 
ing consisted of the administration telling 
the legislators all of the wonderful things 
going on at the college. 

This is one of the first times the legisla- 
tors have been able to ask questions and 
open a dialogue. Hartleb believes this pro- 
vided a good opportunity to discuss what 
the community thinks is needed at the 
college. 


Luke Perkins photo 
WORKING THE PHONES: Former 
S.W.A.T. member and CJ instructor Terry 
Kalil. 

the Special Weapons and Tactics team 
(S.W.A.T.), specializing in chemical agents 
and explosives. He also worked several 
prison and street riots and hostage situa- 
tions. 

His work on the S.W.A.T. team got him 
involved with several national events. Kalil 
was involved in training agents to effec- 
tively use pepper spray in the L.A. riots. He 
debriefed agents in the Waco shooting and 


See PROFESSOR, page 6 


Luke Perkins photo 
MAKING THEIR PITCH: Merrimack Valley legislators listen to college officials talk 
about workforce training and other topics at NECC’s annual legislators day. 


Jordan looks forward to visit 


® Gallaudet University 
president to speak at 
NECC’s commencement 


By GEORGE WARD 
Editor 


r. 1 King Jordan works with a hectic 

schedule that takes him all over the 

country. He regularly has meetings 
in New York and other parts of the country 
and lives a busy life as the President of 
Gallaudet University in Washington, D.C. 

He is an inspiration to many of the 
students and faculty at the college. 

Jordan lost his hearing in a motorcycle 
accident at 21. 

“I had never met a deaf person before 
and knew nothing at all about deafness, so 
it was a very difficult change for me,” he 
said. 

He believed he would regain his hearing 
and not remain deaf. He enrolled at 


Gallaudet in what he calls a choice “that 
changed my life.” 

Jordan said communicating with friends 
and family after the accident was very 
difficult. He admits he is not a good lip 
reader and at the time of the accident, 
neither his friends or family knew sign 
language. 

“Tt was frustrating to be unable to com- 
municate with people I had known all my 
life.” 

He was also very musical before his 
accident and missed being able to hear 
music. 

Jordan looks forward to his commence- 
ment address. He has visited NECC before, 
but never seen the commencement cer- 
emony. 

He praises the support that the many 
deaf students receive at the college. 

“IT want to join them in showing Massa- 
chusetts and New England that deaf people 
can do anything,” he said. 

In his speech, Jordan will touch upon all 
of the strengths that people with disabili- 

See JORDAN, page 5 
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Promoting the arts 
important to us all 


@ Theatre captures 
spotlight of campus 
activities 


ecently the arts clubs 

held special arts aware 

ness week perfor- 
mances. Many students do not 
even know there is a theatre or 
dance studio on campus. 

Outside of students in those 
majors, many do not know 
there are two plays a year and 
a major dance performance. 

A possible reason for the 
lack of awareness for these 
programs is the facilities. 

The Top Notch Theater is 
located in a small hole in the 
wall space on the third floor of 
Spurk building. There is only 
seating enough to accommo- 
date 75-100 patrons. 

The dance studio, located in 
the nether-regions of the gym, 
doesn’t have as much room as 
it needs either. 

For a few years, local gov- 
ernment and college officials 
have been haggling over who 
should take care of the cost for 
a state of the art arts complex 
in Haverhill. 

The fact that the art clubs 
are trying to promote their 
groups through lunchtime per- 
formances should be a sign 
that the college needs to push 
for a complex in the area. 

The enrollment in these pro- 
grams has gone up recently, 
too. The dance program has 


ates 


many students from different 
continents taking classes. 
Drama students participate in 
regional theatre festivals. 
This all proves one point: 


_the arts are important. The 


only way to support the arts is 
to attend one of the perfor- 
mances. 

In an age where the post 
class or post work ritual con- 
sists of sitting in your favorite 
chair and turning on the tele- 
vision or logging on the Net, 
seeing a play, ora dance recital 
or musical performance can 
enhance the thinking process. 
There is proof that people with 
a background in theatres have 
better academic success. 

By not attending these per- 
formances, students show the 
college administration that 
they don’t care about the arts, 
and don’t want improvements 
to the facilities for these pro- 
grams on campus. 

With all this in mind, let’s 
support the NECC arts scene 
by attending the Top Notch 
play “Our Town” on March. 31 
or April 1, 6-8. 

You can also attend Still 
Point dance performance from 
April 21 through 29. 

The music club is also hold- 
ing their spring concert on May 
De 

Attending one of these 
events shows the college you 
care about the arts scene. 
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| LEFT THE REFORM 
PARTY ‘C\VZ’ THEYRE A 
BUNCH OF F WEIRDOS... 


Dan Copeland, philosophy 

“I think there are justifications for 
either argument, but if regulated 
by the government, it could do a 
lot to diminish the national debt 
and clinically it’s safer than alco- 
hol and tobacco, which are legal.” 


GAP A’ HRT 


Manuel Gomez, liberal arts 
“Yes, I don’t think it’s as bad as 
cocaine, acid and other stuff.” 


Sasha Perry, liberal arts 

“No, I grew up with it around and 
don’t approve ofit. It makes people 
stupid and I can’t tolerate ee 
people.” 


Karyn Schneider photos 


Altagracia Frias, ESL 
“Ithinkit should be used for people 
that are sick, but not for public 


” 


use. 


Heather Metcalf, nursing 

“T don’t believe it should be legal- 
ized because it’s done so much 
wrong in the world. People have 
died using it including my next 
door neighbor.” 


Rose Elliott, liberal arts 

“| think it should be allowed to be 
used medically. Organizations that 
are strictly regulated should be 
able to investigate its use.” 


 — 


ee 
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Parents, kids must learn from one another 


@ Love and 


communication key 
to good upbringing 


en children kill, par 
ents want to blame it 
on society: bad movies, 


lyrics in songs, gun laws. The main 
thing is they don’t want to blame 
themselves. Basically the good re- 
lationship between parent and 
child is the major reason behind 
adjusted children. 

Growing up in a good home 
with parents who care has to be 
some kind of influence on how 
children act. 

Dr. Robert Schwebel, PH.D. in 
psychology, (www.parentssoup.- 
com) gives some advice to parents 
on things they should do for their 
children: 

Stay connected. Children need 
parents who listen to them and 
accept their thoughts and feel- 
ings. On a daily basis we need to 
hear about and stay involved in 
our ‘children’s lives. Too often, 
parents lose touch and then an 
ing some sort of crisis say, “ 
need to talk.” 

Give unconditional love. This 
means “I love you even when you 
make mistakes, get in trouble or 
disappoint me. You can always 
talk with me, even when things 
aren’t going well. I will provide 
love, safety and acceptance. ’mon 
your side.” 

Also important: “My love for 
you is not dependent upon your 
achievement.” 

Teach manners. This is not 
some old-fashioned idea; it’s an 
attitude and way of life. Our chil- 
dren need to learn to say please, 
excuse me, thank you, you’re wel- 
come and I’m aeuy. It’s no small 


You must fill out a 
Petition to Graduate 
In the Registrar's Office 


Deadline: 


challenge, but I do believe we can 
help our children learn to be good 
citizens, despite the culture of vio- 
lence that surrounds them. 

I grew up in the 60s, andI was 
the most rebellious child in my 
family. My parents worked a lot. 
There were drugs and demonstra- 
tions, wars and definitely action 
movies to emulate. But in the end 
I turned out ok. Never did I walk 
around saying I wanted to blow 
people away. My mother and I 
were always bickering, but I never 
thought of putting a gun to her 
head. 

At night, though, my parents 
cooked supper and we all sat 
around talking or maybe we 
watched television together as a 
family 

Most parents today have full- 
time jobs. 

Many children live in one-par- 
ent homes. Some parents aren’t 
home when their children arrive 
home from school, which leaves 
them with little supervision or 
none at all. Dinner is often take 
out or not served traditionally at 
the kitchen table. 

Not enough parents spend qual- 
ity time with their children. 

Karen Ehresman, a student in 
early childhood education said, 
“People are really out for them- 
selves today and not their chil- 
dren. Children need to learn com- 
munication and social skills. They 
need to be taught at home.” 

Ehresman stayed home for 10 
years teaching her kids. 

“One thing we do at my dinner 
table is to take turns to tell each 
other something good and bad 
about our day, and we talk about 
something to look forward to to- 
morrow.” 

She said when other children 
come over to her house they ask if 
they can do this with them. 

“The children enjoy the consis- 
tency in our house,” she said. 

She agrees with me that some 
parents don’t do the little things 
for their children like just sitting 
down and talking to them. She’s 
usually the mother in the neigh- 
borhood that’s there for the ab- 
sent parent or the parent who’s 
just too us catching up on their 


| ~ Ready to Graduate? | 


eter 
SKK 


chores. 

“Our children know they have 
good parents, we’re strong and we 
stand together,” Ehresman said. 

My daughter who is 23, 
watched horror flicks, listened to 
all the rap music about sex and 
violence. She watched while I 
made mistakes and learned from 
them. 

Even though I made mistakes 
as a parent while my she was 
growing up, I always managed to 
tell her I loved her every time I 
opened my mouth (this is some- 
thing my mother and I never did). 

To this day my daughter, 
Shayne, and I spend heartfelt hours 
on the phone talking about every- 


promotion-from- evithin & moi 


AND BEST OF ALL... 


WE BOUGHT THE BIGGEST 
SUV! THE NEIGHBORS 
WILL BE So IMPRESSED! 


thing. We have a love that most 
mothers and daughters don’t 
share. I am very proud of her. 
She’s a wonderful mother, wife 
and my best friend. 

If you are a child that needs 
your parents to listen to you, tell 
them. Learn from your parents’ 
experiences, ask them questions. 
Let them be a part of your life. 
Don’t be violent. Talk things out. If 
you feel suicidal there are hot 
lines you can call, like the Samari- 
tans. 

If you area parent, don’t be too 
busy to listen to your children’s 
wants and needs. Be there for them 
physically and emotionally. Learn 
from them as they will learn from 
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you. 

Spend quality time doing things 
to make them grow to be a better 
person. What happens to them 
will depend on you. 

Hatred and violence stems from 
what our children see and hear. 
It’s up to you to be there when 
they have questions. 

Whether child or parent, learn 
to love unconditionally. It’s never 
too late to learn from each other. 

Live, love, learn and listen to 
each other, and you will have ev- 
erything you need to make it in 
this world. Every day there is al- 
ways a new challenge. 

Take it from me, I’m someone 
who’s been there. 
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Looking at the power of language 


@ Exploring the 

origins of spoken 
and written word 
By DAVID F MANNING 


Guest Contributor 


unting this weekend you 

suggest...that’s a bully, 

bully idea indeed. Aphrase 

often used by Teddy Roosevelt, 

robustly exclaiming his satisfac- 
tion in life. 

A classic example of language 

articulation. Language is univer- 

sal, multifaceted, and used by hu- 
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mans in voice sounds and written 
symbols, representing these 
sounds in organized combinations 
and patterns in order to express 
and communicate thoughts and 
feelings. The noun of language is 
the system of terms used to share 
history and culture, identifying 
expressions indigenous to a par- 
ticular field using various vocabu- 
lary, dialect, idiom and vernacu- 
lar. 

Mr. Henry Sweet, a well known 
19th century English phonetician 
and language scholar, said that 
language is the artistic expression 
ofideas by means ofspeech sounds, 
combined into words, structured 
in paraphrase, thus enabling the 
working mechanics of language. 

Many cultures present and past, 
have viewed the function of lan- 
guage as an expression of thought. 
Ancient Indian grammarians 
spoke of the soul, apprehending 
things with intellect, and inspir- 
ing the mind with the desire to 
speak in its native tongue. 

In the Greek intellectual tradi- 
tion, Aristotle declared that speech 
is representation of the experi- 
ence of the mind’s interpretation 
of language. This attitude of lan- 
guage has passed into Latin theory, 
and thence into Medieval doctrine. 

Medieval grammarians envi- 
sioned three-stages of the language 
process: things in the world ex- 
hibit properties, properties are un- 
derstood by the mind of man, and 
the manner in which they are 
understood create the simple re- 
source of language in its own tra- 
dition. 

On the learning front, lan- 
guages are complicated structures 


Math, Science, 
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indeed. One soon realizes this 
when trying to learn a subsequent 
language with all its complexity 
in foreign phonology and gram- 
mar that only strong effort and 
repetition can overcome. 

The difficulty is mainly because 
language contains multiplicity of 
various designations. After all, lan- 
guage is the various manifesta- 
tion of that capability, as with 
English, French, Russian, German, 
and Swahili. Historically, Latin 
served as the international me- 
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dium for communication during 
the Middle Ages, and on through 
ancient Rome. Latin hence became 
the ancestor of modern Romance 
and Indo-European language. The 
Roman Army carried the Latin ver- 
nacular throughout the Roman 
empire making traditional Latin 
the base influence for many Euro- 
pean languages due to the varying 
similarities in common phonics 
and grammar. 

The learning of foreign lan- 
guage is a fascinating phenom- 
enon. It’s been said that living in 
this world commanding only one 
language is equivalent to living in 
an enormous mansion of great 
decor and staying in only one room. 

I personally recall an awaken- 
ing moment in my life while living 
in Holland many years ago. One 
afternoon, while sipping coffee in 
a Dutch cafe, I was conversing in 


English with the wait-staff, and a 
Dutch business gentlemen sitting 
next to me said in his broken 
English, why is it that we Europe- 
ans must always learn to speak 
your language, isn’t it time you 
Americans and British start lean- 
ing our language for a change? 

I thought for a moment of how 
profound his comment was, but 
how right in terms of the limited 
effort we Americans make in learn- 
ing any foreign language. Hence, 
since that day at the cafe, I have 
learned to speak and read Dutch 
and German relatively fluently. 
Those of us who learn to speak 
beyond our native tongue find new 


“and fascinating vistas, creating a 


whole New World of intellectual 
and cultural fulfillment. Learning 
a foreign language is indeed intel- 
lectually challenging; I’d encour- 
age all to endeavor andenjoy. 
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Smile program 


Students motivated in literacy 
education, otherwise known as 
the S.M.LL.E. program, held a fun- 
filled afternoon for 150 children 
from Amesbury, Haverhill and 
Lawrence recently. This celebra- 
tion for Dr. Seuss was part of a 
national literacy event, Read 
Across America. The national event 
is meant to encourage adults to 
read to children, and to promote 
reading. Politicians, actors, ac- 
tresses and sports figures across 
the country participated. 

Locally, it was held in the caf 
eteria of the Haverhill campus of 
Northern Essex Community Col- 
lege. The Cat in the Hat was 
present. Crayons and Dr. Seuss 
activity books were available on 
each table for the children. There 
also were birthday cakes for Dr. 
Seuss. Activities for the children 
included pin the tail on the Cat in 
the Hat, face painting, anda movie 
(The Search for Seuss). For partici- 
pating, each child received a cer- 
tificate and a new book donated 
by Barnes and Noble bookstore. 

Sponsors included Barnes and 
Noble (the NECC bookstore), Jo- 
seph’s Trattoria, McDonald’s, 
DeMoulas, Corporate Chefs, Build- 
ing 19, Whittier Tech High School, 
and Haverhill High School. Volun- 
teers consisted of NECC students, 
staff, faculty and administrators, 
Whittier students, Lawrence 
CitiCorps, and various volunteers 
from the community. 

Julie Ann Pare 


continued from page 1 

ties have. He says that people will 
be stronger and richer ifthey learn 
to focus on each other’s strengths. 

He will talk about the opportu- 
nities that exist for people with 
the education, but they must con- 
tinue to learn and work if they 
want to take advantage of these 
opportunities. 

Gallaudet has an extension cen- 
ter at NECC staffed by Kathy Vesey, 
coordinator, and Mike Wallace, 
collaborative specialist. 

Wallace says he wouldn’t miss 
Jordan’s speech. He shares the view 
that deaf people can do anything. 

Vesey, also a Gallaudet alumna, 
says it is an honor for the college 
to have Jordan as commencement 
speaker. 

The college has been trying to 
get him for a few years and his 
schedule has never worked out 
before. 

Two of the faculty members for 
the deaf studies program also 
talked about what it means to 
them to have Jordan coming to 
NECC. 

Both Luanne Kowalski and 
Kevin Fleese are Gallaudet alumni. 
Kowalski called him a good role 
model for deaf students and hear- 
ing students. 

“He will be a good choice to 
represent not only Massachusetts 
but the New England area” 
Kowaiski said. 


Fleese said that none of the 
students have met him, but they 
know of him. 

Kowalski said that her students 
need to know of him and his ac- 
complishments. Both look forward 
to his speech. 

Jordan wishes he could meet 
every person that decides to leave 
Gallaudet before they finish their 
degree. 

He says there is evidence that 
students who obtain their degree 
are healthier, happier and have a 
greater level of success than those 
who leave college early. 

“It breaks my heart to see stu- 
dents who are capable not finish 
college,” he said. 

In his spare time, he is not only 
a marathon runner, but an ultra- 
marathon runner. 

Many of the ultra marathon 
races he runs are 50 to 100 mile 
races, most through mountain 
trails. 

Jordan has a morning running 
ritual with a route around his 
campus. He runs with his Dalma- 
tian, Sophie. 

He sets high standards for the 
deaf students at NECC. 

“Deaf students should set high 
goals. Don’t be satisfied with ‘good 
enough.’ Always try to be the very 
best you can be.” 

Commencement is May 20 at 
11 am. on the quadraangle area 
outside the gym. 


Jordan to speak at May 20 commencement 


George Ward photo 
NEW ADDITION TO THE FAMILY: Students activities 
secretary Donna Felisberto shows off her new baby, Alex 
Johnson Felisberto, who was born over winter break. 


Take two stepsto 
continue your education. 


@ Sign up for Joint Admissions. 
©) Participate in Link-to-Lowell. 


Link-to-Lowell will help you transfer to UMass Lowell 
by connecting you to University students, taculty, 
and activities. 


See your transfer counselor for more 
information or call Link-to-Lowell at 


UMass Lowell: 978-934-3931 or 1-800-410-4607 
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Security briefs 


eb. 28: An instructor from the 

Lawrence campus approached 
security and said she felt threat- 
ened by a student in one of her 
classes, and she did not want him 
in class again. The student fol- 
lowed her from class and said he 
did nothing wrong. The student 
was asked to leave the instructor 
alone so she could calm down. 

In a written statement, the stu- 
dent said he thought there was 
tension between the two of them, 
and he did nothing wrong. He also 
said that he would consent to a 
mediation session with the instruc- 
tor because he wanted to have the 
incident resolved as soon as pos- 
sible. 

March 1 - A man crashed his 
vehicle into the guard rail behind 
lot 4 where he was driving next to 
his two sons who were jogging. He 
said that he was only traveling 5 
mph when his vehicle slipped on 
some water and mud and struck 
the rail. The officer who responded 
said the vehicle had to be traveling 
more than 5 mph to do that much 
damage. The vehicle was towed 
from the scene, and the driver was 
picked up by his wife and driven 
home. 


U.Mass launches 


‘Link to Lowell’ 


sleaze University of Massachusetts/ 
Lowell is launching Link-to- 
Lowell, a program designed to help 
community college students take 
advantage of the opportunities 
available through the Joint Ad- 
missions program. Joint Admis- 
sions guarantees qualified stu- 
dents admission to a state college 
or university campus when they 
graduate, provided they havea 2.5 
GPA. 

Students may sign up for Joint 
Admissions at any time during 
their community college career. 

Link-to-Lowell provides per- 
sonal support, individual academic 
guidance, and on-campus experi- 
ence at UMass Lowell. 

Students who participate will 
be connected with a faculty advi- 
ser whose role is to help students 
plan their academic careers and 
choose community college courses 
that will meet four-year degree 
requirements. 

Peer advisors (community col- 
lege graduates who have trans- 
ferred to UMass Lowell) are avail- 
able to share personal insights 
into the transfer process and to 
host community college students 
at university events. 

Link-to-Lowell activities in- 
clude campus tours, classroom 
visits, college receptions, and invi- 
tations to performances and sport- 
ing events. 

Brochures describing Joint Ad- 
missions and Link-to-Lowell are 
available at your transfer 
counselor’s office. 

Link-to-Lowell brochures can 
also be obtained by calling 978- 
934-3930 or 800-410-4607. 

Additional information on the 
Link-to-Lowell program is avail- 
able on the web at www.uml.edu/ 
linklowell. 

Participation in Link-to-Lowell 
is free and does not obligate stu- 
dents to attend UMass Lowell. 


@ This is always 
time to get involved 
in environmental 
and other causes 


By KARYN SCHNEIDER 


Features Editor 


he Massachusetts Public In 
terest Research Group looks 
for students to believe in a 
cause. At the beginning of each 
semester, Maija Spencer, campus 
organizer for MassPIRG goes to 
classrooms and talks to students 
about something she believes in. 

“We get people involved in en- 
vironmental and consumer is- 
sues,” she said. Spencer has been 
campus organizer since Novem- 
ber 99. 

“I want to help students be- 
come aware of what’s going on in 
the world,” she said. 

Spencer who studied Political 
Science and Environmental Policy 
at Western Washington Univer- 
sity thinks she can make a differ- 
ence in the world and thinks you 
can, too. 

This organization can change 
laws and has done so recently. For 
example, there was a loophole in 
the laws concerning sport utility 
vehicles, and the pollution they 
emit into the air. At first, SUV’s 
weren't prevalent and the prob- 
lem didn’t exist. Now approxi- 
mately half of the vehicles on the 
road are SUV’s. 

“The problem is in the pollu- 
tion of our clean air. So MassPIRG 
steps into show the government 
that a law needs to be changed. 
When the new SUV’s come out 
there will now be a filter on them.” 


| she said. 


This is just one example of how 
“we can take a stand and help our 


“MASSP 
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MEETING THE CHALLENGE: MassPIRG campus organizer Maija Spencer recruits student senate vice 


president Jason Comeau. 


environment.” Nowis your chance | 


to volunteer. 

NECC’s Earth Week will be held 
the week of April 22. This is the 
30™ anniversary of Earth Day. Earth 
Week will include a variety of ac- 
tivities to include a river and park 
cleanup, a speaker and a video, 
and even some local bands from 
campus will be recruited. 

The hunger cleanup, which will 
take place April 8, will be a day of 
service and fund-raising. MassPIRG 
will go out to some local shelters 
to do any sort of project they might 
need done. 

“Get involved, make a differ- 
ence, get your hands dirty. It’s like 
“spring cleaning,” Spencer said. 


This is a nationwide day. Not 
just NECC will be volunteering, 
but people from all over the coun- 
try. And it isn’t restricted to just 
students either, but to faculty and 
friends as well. 

Everyone can sign up to get 
sponsors at the information tables 
the week of March 22 or go by 
Spencer’s office, which is located 
in the student center, F-124. Spon- 
sors bring in the money to help 
the cause. 

“Even if the shelter only gets 
$100, it’s a lot,” Spencer said. The 
money will be donated to the shel- 
ters for domestic violence. This is 
one place that MassPIRG can’t help 
physically that day because of their 


need to be confidential. 

“We want to help abused 
women and children; that’s our 
goal,” she said 


CJ] professor brings varied experiences to classroom 


continued from page 1 

the Oklahoma City bombing. He 
has guarded dignitaries such as 
President Reagan, President Bush 
and Prince Charles when they vis- 
ited the area. 

Little did he know in summer 
1994, he was about to go on a 
roller coaster ride that would take 
him from life to death, and then 
back again. 

Kalil was out in his boat with 
his son. Suddenly he felt dizzy and 
thought it was heat exhaustion 
because earlier that morning he 
had spent 45 minutes on the Nor- 
dic Trac, and swam a mile and a 
half. So he drove himself to the 
hospital to get checked out. 

The nurse took a look and said 
everything was all right. Then his 
heart stopped beating. He was in 
athletic cardiac arrest. He was told 
he was actually dead for about two 


minutes. If he had not been in the 
hospital when it happened, he 
wouldn’t have survived. 

Now, the full-time criminal jus- 
tice instructor is teaching four 
classes, all at the Lawrence cam- 
pus. Of course, one of his best 
attributes is that he is able to relay 
his past experiences to his stu- 
dents, and they are more than 
happy to soak it up. 

“He is a real asset to NECC and 
the criminal justice program,” says 
student Kathlene King. Not only 
does she appreciate the practical 
knowledge he shares in the class- 
room, but his willingness to go 
out of his way for his students. 
One particular example she re- 
called was when Kalil traveled to 
Salem on his own time to help get 
her a practicum so she can com- 
plete the program. 

“I feel lucky that I have trained 
with some of the best in the world,” 
he said, “I have a lot of contacts, 
but I just open the door.” 

Kalil is married and has two 
daughters, one son, and two grand- 
children, with one more on the 
way. In the summer, he says he 
spends most of his spare time on 


Luke Perkins photo 
HELPING STUDENTS: Crimi- 
nal justice instructor Terry Kalil. 


his boat in the Merrimack River in 
Newburyport. He loves to spend 
the winter months as a prt-time 
ski instructor. 

Kalil says he likes teaching be- 
cause it keeps him close to home. 
While he was a police officer, he 
was asked to travel often, which 
was keeping him away from his 
family. He likes how the students 
are willing to keep an open mind 


and actively participate in class 
discussions. Through these class 
discussions, he said he learns 
something new every day. 

“The student teaches the in- 
structor, just as the instructor 
teaches the student,” Kalil said. 

Although he is only in his first 
year as a full-time instructor, he 
says he is “looking at NECC for the 
long term.” 


i 
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‘In America:’ Sontag’s latest tells many stories 


@ Well-imagined 
characters in a novel of 
ideas about a Polish 
immigrant | 


In AMERICA 
By Susan SontaG 


Reviewed by RICHARD LOURIE for The 
Washington Post 


ften brave and beautiful, occasion 

ally arch and irritating, Susan 

Sontag’s sixth novel is an epic riff of 
imagination on little-known historical 
events. 

The novel’s background is panoramic, 
reaching from drawing rooms in Krakow to 
deserts in California with so many com- 
pelling stops in between that the narrative 
arc becomes an arcade. The scope of the tale 
is vast, and there is a largesse in the telling, 
the sheer happiness of art. But In America 
is also an intimate portrait of a willful 
woman who, like the liner which brings her 
to America, trails a great wake behind her. 

In 1876, Helena Modrzejewska, Poland’s 
leading actress, left her country with an 
entourage that included her husband and 
the novelist Henryk Sienkiewicz to make a 
new life in America. After a failed experi- 
mentin communal living outside Anaheim, 
Calif., she changed her name to the more 
pronounceable Modjeska, mastered English, 
and went on to a glorious career on the 
American stage. These are the facts—”no 
less and no more”—that inspire Sontag’s 
work of fiction and also provide its narra- 
tive skeleton. 

The book’s form and theme are elegantly 
joined. Of all the many American dreams— 
land, space, streets paved with gold—the 
one that lures Sontag’s characters is libera- 
tion from the past, especially tragic and 
demanding in Poland’s case, and the cre- 
ation of a new self. “You are whatever you 
thinkyou are,” one ofthe characters muses. 
“Whatever you dare to think you are. And to 
be free to think you’re something you’re 
not (not yet), something better than what 
you are—isn’t that the true freedom prom- 
ised by [this] country?” And that of course 
has to be doubly true of their ultimate 
destination, California, for even “America 
has its America.” 

To chronicle and describe characters 
reinventing themselves, Sontag has devised 
a narrative that constantly reinvents itself, 
resulting in what she termed in an inter- 


view a “Scheherazade Rubik’s cube.” The 


too coyly named Chapter “Zero” with which 
the book opens depicts Sontag’s imagina- 
tion traveling back in time to a reception in 
the Krakow of 1876. Initially, her own 
present-tense voice and modern vocabu- 
lary—”copped out,” “dopey”—distance her 
from the people she observes until she finds 
her characters and her story. We not only 
see her characters reinventing themselves; 
we see how Sontag invented them in the 
first place, much as some painters will leave 
part of the primer and pencil sketching 
exposed through the surface of the paint. 

In addition, Sontag uses the full arsenal 
ofnarrative devices—standard third-person 
omniscience, diaries, letters, snatches of 
dialogue, monologues both interior and 
spoken aloud—to reconstruct Modjeska as 
Maryna Zalenska, the heroine. Though some- 
times irksome, most of these experiments 
are deftly done. Oddly enough, it is the 
story’s central and most conventional 
scene—Maryna the actress auditioning for 
the part that will determine whether or not 
she has a future on the American stage — 
that falls flattest. In this unconventional 
novel, however, that matters less than it 
would have in a straightforward tale. 
Sontag’s Maryna emerges as a glorious 
imperious, troubled soul, a migratory self 
in passage, and, as Henry James (in a cameo 
appearance) puts it, a “contemporary ac- 
tress—the most brilliant embodiment of 
feminine success.” 

But she shares the stage with many 
other characters, some wonderfully real- 
ized, such as the old Polish aristocrat, a 
woman of withering candor and wit (“chas- 
tity, ma fille, is one of the great vices”). 

But Maryna’s lover, Ryszard, is more 
believable in his pity for a teenage whore in 
the steerage of the liner that brings them to 
America than in his shamed relief after his 
breakup with Maryna that never again 
would he ‘too happy’ to write.” Writers are 
odd birds, but not that odd. At other times 
the characters are too well imagined, too 
clean and untouched by the dust of reality. 

In this book the “stage” is as important 
as the actors and the drama. Sontag’s Po- 
land, New York, San Francisco, Nevada min- 
ing towns are vivid and believable. For her 
characters struggling to transform them- 
selves, even the smallest details of the land- 
scape have inner meaning “It seems so 
American that grapevines here are actually 
bushes. The local people think it most effi- 


cient; no fussing with trellises, etc. But all I 
can think of is: no mutual support, no 
clinging, no interpenetration. Every vine 
on its own. Striving, striving, to outdo its 
neighbors.” 

The true drama in this tale is not Maryna’s 
struggle to return to the stage or her 
husband’s with his homosexuality but the 
risks they all run in becoming American: In 
Poland she had represented the aspirations 
of a nation. 

Here she could only represent art, or 
culture, which many feared as something 
frivolous or snobbish or morally unhing- 
ing. Some fail, commit suicide, or return to 
Poland; while others succeed in negotiating 
the rapids of transformation in an America 
that is not so much a landscape or a society 
as a new condition of being, a new way of 
breathing: “You breathe differently there— 
You take deep breaths and you feel you can 


do anything you set your mind to.” That 
new breathing is the promised land: “Uto- 
pia is not a kind of place but a kind of time, 
those all too brief moments when one 
would not wish to be anywhere else. Is there 
an instinct, a very ancient instinct, for 
breathing in unison? The ultimate utopia, 
that. At the root of the desire for sexual 
union is the desire to breathe more deeply, 
deeper still, faster—but always together.” 

Early on Sontag explains why she has 
chosen this story: “it must be because with 
this story you feel you can tell many sto- 
Ties.” 

In this novel about Poland and America. 
acting and living, transformation and res- 
piration, Sontag has indeed found a story 
that tells many stories with elan, intelli- 
gence and delight. 

Richard Lourie is the author of the novel “The 
Autobiography of Joseph Stalin. “ 


Alamo: staring down the barrel of American history 


@ Defining battle 
brought to life through 
lively storytelling 


THE GATES OF THE ALAMO 
By STEPHEN HARRIGAN 


Knopf. 581 pp. $25 Reviewed by RON 
FRANSCELL for the Washington Post 


he Alamo is the holiest of Texas 

| shrines, a haunted little mission at 
the crossroads of fact and fiction and, 

in the gospel of Texas, perhaps a vestige of 
Creation itself. With character hubris, Tex- 
ans can trace our new millennial world to 
the blood spilled at the mo, a game of six 
degrees of historical separation: Without 
the Alamo, they say, there could not have 
been the Battle of San Jacinto. Without the 
Battle of San Jacinto, Texas could not have 
existed. Without Texas, westward expan- 
sion would have been stymied. Without the 


West, the United States would merely be an 


_Atlantic power at best, not a world power. 


And without the United States as a world 
power, the world as we know it today would 
not exist. 

So it comes as no surprise that a gifted 
Texas writer such as Stephen Harrigan has 
returned to this touchstone to tell a rivet- 
ing new story, in much the same way that 
writers have so often returned to the story 
of Creation. And the Alamo is shrouded in 
as much mythology as Creation itself. Its 
hoary lore is retold with the zeal of a 
Pentecostal sermon, and disagreements over 
the “truth” unfold with the passion of holy 
wars. So the epic Battle of the Alamo is myth 
stacked upon legend, mystery upon enigma, 
until many now-inaccessible facts are ut- 
terly obscured by the fog of war and human 
tendency to elevate our heroes to gods. Ah, 
a perfect opportunity for the historical nov- 
elist. 

The year is 1835, and the place is the 
neglected, aggrieved Mexican territory 


called Texas. Mexico itself is a fledgling 
nation, barely 15 tumultuous years since 
winning its own independence from Spain. 
At center stage in Harrigan’s resonant novel 
are three people whose paths cross in the 
desperate moment before war: Edmund 
McGowan, a naturalist whose life’s work is 
in danger; Mary Mott, astrong-willed widow 
who keeps an inn on the Texas coast, and 
her one-year-old son, Terrell, whose pas- 
sage into manhood leads him directly into 
the crucible of the Alamo. 

As Edmund and Mary pursue Terrell into 
the decaying fortress, these three lives are 
further entwined with the authentic fig- 
ures of the battle; the brave Col. William 
Travis, the scheming and profane (but be- 
loved) Jim Bowie, and the famed frontiers- 
man David Crockett, a former Tennessee 
congressman who volunteers to help the 
“Texians” establish their new republic. The 
characters, real and fictional, are enfolded 
so deftly in richly authentic detail that it’s 
easy to forget this is a deeply imagined 


yarn. And that is the goal of the historical 
novelist, even with a myth-enshrouded event 
such as the Alamo—to blend fact and fancy 
until they are indistinguishable. 

To complicate matters, even the fictional 
characters are doppelgangers. Terrell Mott, 
for one, is clearly modeled after the real-life 
John William Smith, a courier who was sent 
out of the Alamo twice on secret missions 
and was returning to fight when the fort 
fell. Smith was elected mayor of San Anto- 
nio after the war. 

Complementing this 
through-the-looking glass mix are two fic- 
tional Mexican soldiers who provide a per- 
spective little regarded from this side of the 
San Antonio River, perhaps the first time 
Americans get any sympathetic treatment 
from the attackers’ viewpoint. And this 
material is as vigorously researched as the 
rest of the book. 

Harrigan, a novelist living in Austin, is also a 
journalist, screenwriter and former senior editor 
at Texas Monthly. 
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Living his life 
helping others 


® Teacher brings both 
laughter and song to his 


classroom 
By KARYN SCHNEIDER 


Features Editor 


n any given day at the Lawrence 
QC campus, you can hear laughing or 

singing in the halls. It just may be 
Alex Boch, ESL instructor. Boch loves to live 
life by helping others. 

Every morning Boch teaches a room full 
of English as a second language students 
from all over the world. Students come 
from Mexico, Puerto Rico, Turkey, Colum- 
bia, the Ukraine, Haiti, Ecuador, and even 
Manhattan, a borough of New York City. 

“He (Boch) is good and explains all the 
points in the class. And when you are 
confused, he keeps explaining till you get it 
right,” said Danilda Romirez from the Do- 
minican Republic. 

Boch, who is 73 years old, is originally 
from Brighton and now resides in 
Georgetown. His son Michael and two grand- 
children live in North Carolina. 

Boch loves to tell stories of how he was 
in the Philippines during WWIL. In 1952, he 
spent 10 months in Japan working with 
Navy intelligence doing radio work. 

You could see by the look on his face, as 
if he were going back into time, he told the 
story of being in France where he took a job 
at a French public school. He laughs when 
he tells the story of how he had to climb the 
fence one night because the gates where 
locked. He was the only American in the 
town of Perpignan. 

“T believe in what I do so much. All these 
people with their clash of cultures-lan- 
guages-weather, some away from their loved 
ones. The Vietnamese or boat people that 
had to escape to get here. When you con- 
sider all of this, itis a matter of survival,“ he 


said. 

In 1955, Boch got his master’s in English 
with a minor in Spanish at Miami Univer- 
sity. 

From there he taught at private schools 
in North Reading and Lexington, and in 
1980 he began at NECC teaching ESL classes 
part-time. Even though he left for a short 
time in 1986 he came back again in 1990. 

He knows everyone and everyone knows 
him. He says “hi” to all by first name and in 
different languages. His students even call 
him Alex because his classes are very infor- 
mal. 

“I think his class is interesting; he makes 
us laugh and makes me feel comfortable,” 
said Jaques Alix, from Haiti. 

Even though Alix already knows two 
languages, one being Creole his native 
tongue, and French, he needs to learn En- 
glish to go back to his homeland to get a 
better job. ; 

Boch said if these people don’t know 
English in spite of their qualifications, as 
many of them were already professionals in 
their own countries, some were doctors, 
teacher’s musicians, engineers, they can 
never get a good job in this country. 

“Tm helping these people to fulfill their 
dream to be productive, satisfied citizens. 
Their other goal is to make a more secure 
life for their children, which most of their 
children are on the honor roll and partici- 
pate in sports and chorus,” he said 

Boch has a lot of passions for his stu- 
dents. He said they have a responsibility to 
themselves, to their families and to the 
school. Some of these students need to 
work second shift just so they can come to 
school. He admires every single student. He 
talks about all the 24 people in his class 
from different countries and laughs when 
he mentions “Miss Manhattan.” 

He does more than just teach them 
about the English language, but about preju- 
dices that these students may encounter 


eS 
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SERIOUS IN THE CLASSROOM : Students from all over the world learn the values 
and traditions of American culture from Alex Boch. 


along the way as well. 

“They need to know there are a lot of 
prejudiced people out there. Thank God not 
all Americans are like that,” he said. 

He also teaches about politics, sports, 
current events and American music. Also 
about holidays as some countries don’t 
celebrate every holiday. He said they all 
have St Valentines Day, though. 

“Humor has a place in education,” Boch 
said. 


He doesn’t let them eat or drink coffee 


in his class, but he is very lenient about 
other things. He believes that teachers 
should be an example for the daily atmo- 
sphere of the classroom. 

At the end of each semester Boch has a 
party with singing and dancing. Everyone is 
invited to bring in food from their culture. 
He has them sing a parody, which is sung to 
the Battle Hymn of the Republic. 

“ESL is what we study, ESL is what we 
do,” he sings and then pounds his hands on 
the table (he was a drummer when he was 
young). 

“ESL is what we study,” he continues. 
“ESL is what we do — America we love you.” 


Avex Bocn 


Essex County Chamber players to perform April 2 


® Classical music brings 
new twist into the new 
millennium 


new musical group, the Essex Cham 
ber Music Players will perform clas 
ical music in the new millennium. 


Musical repertoire will range from classical 
to recent music. The premiere spring con- 


cert as well as the full concert will be 
devoted to music celebrating the millen- 
nium. 

The ensemble director is Michael 
Finegold, flutist and professor of music at 
Northern Essex. Performances will be at the 
Library Conference Center in the Harold 
Bentley Library, Haverhill Campus and will 
be part of the Northern Essex Community 
College’s Creative Arts Series. The group’s 
size will vary based on the content of each 
program. 


The Essex Chamber Music Players will 
have its inaugural concert “Music for the 
Twenty-first Century” on Sunday, April 2, at 
4 p.m. in the Conference Center of the 
Harold Bentley Library. Performers will in- 
clude Charlotte Russell- soprano, Michael 
Finegold —flutist, and David Pihl - pianist. 

The program will feature a premiere of 
a 21st century work Seasons by J. Windel 
Brown, NECC professor of mathematics, 
with poems by Wayne E. Dagett composed 
for soprano voice, flute and piano. 


Student dance company shows the beauty 


® Dance Club performers 
encourage people to move 
their bodies 


By MABEL ROMERO 
Arts Editor 


e celebration of the arts is the cel 
ebration of creativity mixed with tal 
ent. This was the case of the dance 
performance at NECC on March 8. The 


Dance Club performed 10 choreographs 
composed by students. 

These representations took place in the 
dance studio. The music had no specific 
focus. It went from blues, to “la vida loca” 
all the way into Fatboy Slim and Kid Rock. 

The display of talent started with a per- 
formance of seven of the members. All the 
performers were dressed in black slacks 
with bare feet and a big smile on their faces. 
Once in position with their arms straight 
up and their hands enlaced the music 
started, it was a very appropriate look. 


Billie Holiday’s song “First the Stormy 
Blues then Comes Love” set the mood and 
caught the sympathy of the audience. 

With chairs placed against the wall, a 
mother and her two kids enjoyed the show. 
Her little girl danced to the rhythm of the 
music and her little brother followed. 

Dancing to Holiday's music, Jennifer 
Farrel, choreographer, used slow sensual 
movements of waist and hips which blended 
perfectly with the music. 

After this performance Lindsay Merril 
showed some Spanish flare her talent and 


In keeping with the group’s mission, the 
program will also include piano music by 
Brahms and Chopin, songs by J.S. Bach, 
Samuel Barber and Gounod, and “Secrets of 
the Heart” for flute and piano by acclaimed 
contemporary composer William Thomas 
McKinley of Reading. 


The concert admission price is $8 at the 
door. Students, alumni and senior citizens 
pay $5. Contact Feingold for more informa- 
tion at 978-470-1584. 


of movement 


grace. Merril's choreography captivated the 
public with music by Chris Isaac. 

After these two first performances, ev- 
erybody could predict what was following. 
A mix of Fatboy Slim, Pink Floyd, Ricky 
Martin, Los Olivos and Britney Spears were 
some of the interpretations that sounded 
that afternoon with the same talent and 
hard work. 

The performance concluded at 1 p.m. 
with Monica Naranjo’s song, “Dance With 
Me,” which was part of last year’s film with 
the same name. 
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® Here’s a way to return 
home with good memories 
and health 


By MABEL ROMERO 
Arts Editor 


owadays spring vacation is. more 
JN wcttinnes than summer vaca 

tion. Students from the Northeast 
usually go to the South to enjoy a little 
summer before the real one starts here in 
New England. 

Cancun, Florida, Jamaica and Las Baha- 
mas are some of the few places that are 
booked for weeks before spring break ar- 
rives. The heat, nice tans, a lot of drinking 
and meeting new interesting people are the 
focus of this break. 

However, according to the people that 
planned the Safe Spring Break event, those 
are the days that more deaths occur caused 
by the irrational use of alcohol and drugs. 

People gathered together in the Spurk 
building last recently to teach students how 
to enjoy their vacations and how to come 
back safely. Eight stands were put together 
giving the students information to help 
make them take conscious about it. 

Drugs and alcohol were the biggest con- 
cerns. The effects of Marijuana, Ecstasy, 
Rophynol were the main topics since they 
are the most popular party drugs. For in- 
stance the very “in” drug, and often called 
“sex drug” is Ecstasy. It excites you to the 
point that control is not a word in your 
dictionary anymore. It is used on those wild 
party nights. Rophynol is also very common 
in bars. This drug is usually put in girls’ 
drinks. It alters their nervous systems and 
once again they lose total control of them- 
selves. 

Excessive consumption of alcohol was 
also discussed, and Dina Brown, coordina- 
tor of student activities, brought interac- 
tive games that exemplified how alcohol 
affects your senses. For instance, there were 
goggles that blur your visibility so you 


Brown Bag lunch 
starts this week 


n an effort to improve internal commu 
[ose at the college, President David 

Hartleb has scheduled a series of Brown 
Bag Luncheons that will be held monthly 
throughout the academic year, alternating 
between the Haverhill and Lawrence cam- 
puses. 

The luncheons were designed to give 
Hartleb the opportunity to speak infor- 
mally with faculty and staffin small groups. 
It will be an opportunity to share recent 
news, answer questions, and listen to con- 
cerns. 

The luncheons, open to all faculty and 
staff, part and full-time, will be informal. It 
isn’t necessary to come with a burning 
question that needs to be answered. Cook- 
ies and drinks will be provided. 

All Brown Bag Luncheons will be held 
from noon to 1 p.m. The next meetings 
have been scheduled for Friday, April 7 
Room 244, John R. Dimitry Building, 
Lawrence. 


could not simply catch a ball, or walk across 
a straight line. It was entertaining and 
educational. 

Video games illustrated what kind of 
consequences you could experience if you 
abuse alcohol. 

Another stand was focused on sex and 
the importance of being safe. Female and 
male condoms were given away together 
with brochures that contribute to the cam- 
paign against HIV and many other sexually 
transmitted diseases. 

To make this vacation fun, and to en- 
courage the students to stop at every stand, 
little cards were distributed that had to be 
signed by the person in charge of each 
stand. When you stopped at seven tables 
you were eligible to participate in a raffle, 
where the price was a basket filled with 
candy. And if all this information made you 
tense, there was a massage therapist in the 
corner underneath the stairs to help you . 
However, you had to wait for 10 to 30 
minutes to have your massage. 


Karyn Schneider phate 
OOPS! TRY TO KEEP IT STRAIGHT: Elvin Maldonado tries to follow the yellow line 
while wearing “drunk goggles.” 


Join the team at Harborside Healthcare and 


make a difference ! 


Currently accepting applications for: 


RNs, LPNs, CNAs 
All shifts 


Office Manager - Full Time 


Visit us and learn about our: 


* 


* 


* 


agency free initiatives 
mentor programs 
restorative programs 


We are a team oriented facility, that welcomes 
new ideas to meet the needs of our residents. 
You'll never work with a better team than the 
one here at Harborside Healthcare Maplewood. 


For more information call Diane Cannata at 
978/388-3500 or fax us your resume at 978- 


388-4346. 


Harborside Healthcare ~ Maplewood 
6 Morril Place, Amesbury, MA 
EOE 
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Top notch Players celebrate the arts 


@ A sometimes 
overlooked part of the 
community college 
experience 


By STEPHEN CAPPELLO 
Staff Reporter 


n the former lecture hall called the Top 

Notch Theater, NECC student actors 

gave a theatrical presentation to a small 
but appreciative crowd recently. 

The talented troupe performed seven 
different scenes, ranging from fast paced 
modern dialogue to Shakespearean solilo- 
quies. The theater presentation is the first 
of three events scheduled this week as part 
of the Northern Essex Celebration of the 
Arts. A dance recital and a musical perfor- 
mance will all be part of the celebration. 

Jim Murphy, drama Instructor and one 
of the organizers, described the origins of 
the event. 

“The idea came from a departmental 
meeting, as a way to celebrate the great 
work done by students and faculty, and as 
an attempt to heighten awareness of the art 
programs available at the school,” he said. 


He added, “in a commuting college it is 
sometimes difficult to get people involved. 
Word of mouth doesn’t travel well, and just 
putting a flyer on a bulletin board doesn’t 
always work.” 

His colleague Susan Sanders, professor 
of Creative Arts, Philosophy & Religion, 
agreed. “Participating in activities like the- 
ater, or the newspaper is such a vital part of 
a student’s college experience. This particu- 
lar event is also important because it keeps 
the issue of a new theater fresh in the 
minds of students and administration. We 
need a place other than a classroom or a 
gymnasium to hold these productions.” 

The presentation began with Mark 
Morrison performing a monologue from 
“Division Street.” Then Morrison and an- 
other student portrayed a couple canceling 
their engagement in a scene from Neil 
Simon’s “The Proposal.” 

In the next act, Gina Kattar and Steve 
Mackinnon played a confused young couple 
in an interesting piece from “This Is Our 
Youth.” Changing the pace, Briana 
Berthiaume recited a difficult soliloquy from 
Shakespeare’s “Henry VIII.” 

Next, Matthew Carr and Jeremy Grimaldi 
teamed up to for a comedic scene from “The 
Harry and Sam Dialogue.” Their fast paced 
and funny back and forth conversation was 


An alternative to your 
home music collection 


®@ Limp Bizkit helps new 
local band with his own 
label 


By JEFF SHEA 
Staff Reporter 


or people who like all kinds of music, 

here is an alternative record you may 

want to pick up. Staind collects hard 
rock and alternative music combined with 
a good rhythm in a new record called Dys- 
function. 

Coming out in late 1999 they hit the 
scene with their first hit “Mudshovel.” They 
toured with bands like Limp Bizkit, 
Godsmack and Korn. Their popularity con- 
tinues to grow. Staind will be performing 
with Korn at the Worcester Centrum March 
26 and 27 in two sold out shows. The 
exceptional lyrics and heavy tone of this 
record makes it worth every penny. 

Put this record in your collection be- 
cause of their different sound. The tone 
they create is angry and loud. The energy is 
also positive and doesn’t have a Marylyn 
Manson horror-type gimmick. 

Strictly hard, loud and energetic, this 
record gives you the lift you need to get 
pumped and mosh out your tensions. 
“Mudshovel” became a popular song and 
the group’s latest release “Home” is just as 
good as the first single. The rest of the 
record is filled with possible hits. 

The song “Mudshovel” has a dominating 
bass sound anda hard scratchy guitar sound. 
The repeated bass sound sets the tone and 
speed for the song. The vocals are clear, 
loud and occasionally fast. Overall, it’s a 
very good first hit for the band. 

The next single off Dysfunction, called 
“home,” has about the same tone as 
“mudshovel” but with a slower beat. “Home” 
also has a steady bass beat, but the slow 
heavy guitar playing. The drums beat con- 
tinuously in variations of combinations of 


the different drums in the set. 


Other good songs on the record are 
“Suffocate” and “Just Go.” The band is made 
up of Aaron Lewis on vocals, Mike Mushok 
on guitar and background vocals, Jonny 
April on bass and background vocals and 
Jon Wysocki on drums. 

The band was formed in 1999 and to this 
day it has all the original members. The 
band is from the New England area and 
played across the region until Mike Mushok 
met and showed Fred Durst his demo tape. 
The band was signed to Mr. Durst’s label 
and then created Dysfunction. 

Released on their label Electra Enter- 
tainment, Dysfunction is produced by them- 
selves and Terry Date and co - produced by 
Limp Bizkit’s Fred Durst. Fred Durst and Dj 
Lethal mixed the record for the group to 
give the best sound they can get to elevate 
the band’s potential. 

With the experience of people helping 
Staind, they may soon be at the top of the 
alternative scene. 


File photo 


BRINGING THE ARTS TO YOU: Music professor Michael Finegold will be 
playing with the Essex Chamber Music Players in a campus concert April 2 in 


Bentley Library. 


reminiscent of a Sienfeld scene. Changing 
the pace once again, Thunstom came back 
to play the part of Joan of Arc in a mono- 
logue from “St. Joan.” Then she portrayed a 
dismayed cat-hater in a moving piece from 
“Claws” to finish. 


All but one of these actors will appear in 
the NECC production of “Our Town” this 
spring. “Our Town” is Thorton Wilder’s 
famous drama about neighbors in a New 
England town. The presentation of “Our 
Town” begins March 31. 


Liberal Arts/ 
Journalism 
Broadcasting 


Learn what it’s like to work in the 
communications field, a choice which 
can lead to career opportunities in 
newspapers, magazines, publishing, 
television, radio and more 


Contact the Admissions Office today! 
or just try out a course next semester: 
- Journalism I & II 
- Broadcast Reporting 
- Television Production 


Questions? Contact program coordinator Joseph T. LeBlanc 
at 978-556-3391 or use email: jleblanc@necc.mass.edu 


An Option 
For the 21st Century 
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@ Fine dining with 
a Boston touch is 
now a reality in 
Lawrence 


By CHRISTINA LEONARD 
News Editor 


is name is Charlie Daher, 
and besides owning Com 
monwealth Motors, lo- 
cated in Lawrence and Lynn and 
Plaistow, N.H. he is the proud new 
father of a fine dining restaurant 
in the heart of downtown 
Lawrence, called One Mill Street. 

Most people would agree that 
putting the words “fine dining” 
and “Lawrence” in the same sen- 
tence is an oxymoron. 

Their ingredients are simple, 
but the presentation and prepara- 
tion of the food isn’t. They take a 
commonly used fish, like salmon 
and put a New York bistro twist to 
it by not limiting the item to their 
dinner menu. 

Instead they dare to be differ- 
ent and display it on the lunch 
menu in the form of a gourmet 
burger. The menu is unique and 
sophisticated in the way it is laid 
out for the customer. It’s inviting 
and friendly to the reader. The 
feeling you get when reading it 
makes you more apt to try new 
things. | 

They feature a butternut squash 


soup, with or without roasted 
chicken added to it. 

We ordered the most expen- 
sive item on their dinner menu for 
$18. It was the New York Sirloin. It 
was served atop a bed of garlic 
mashed potatoes with the sirloin 
cut into triangular shaped pieces. 
With that they included a sautéed 
mushroom glaze drizzled spar- 
ingly around the dish with a few 
onion rings to top it all off. 

It had clear lines of separation 
between the different tastes ofthe 
food. The mushroom glaze never 
over compensated for the sirloin. 
The mashed potatoes never took 
away from the validity of the dish. 
The ingredients were simply put 
together for us to take apart with 
enjoyment. 

After the meal, I did give their 
dessert menu a peak. All of the 
menu items were limited, but each 
one is a masterpiece. You can’t 
miss out with all the choices they 
offer. “Quality rather than quan- 
tity,” is a phrase I’m sure the chef 
is very familiar with. 

An item that did catch my in- 
terest was “fondue for two.” It was 
$10, but they used fresh fruit such 
as large ripe strawberries, firm 
bananas, and semi-sweet pine- 
apple chunks, all eagerly waiting 
to be dipped into a sinful, rich 
chocolate sauce. After eating this 
dessert you didn’t fell weighed 
down like you would if you ate a 
piece of cake. It was the perfect 


unday, April 9, 2000 


Chistina Leonard photo 


ENJOY THE EXPERIENCE: The One Mill Street restaurant offers fine dining in an old world 


atmosphere. 


complement to the entrée. 

The enormous price tag Daher 
obviously spent on the remodel- 
ing is quite apparent. The gutted 
out old mill was transformed into 
a reborn castle. It reminds me of 
the Italian Feast that takes place 
every year in Lawrence. It gives 
you pride walking into a place in 


liam - 2pm 


eS 


the city you grew up in and being 
transported into a new dimen- 
sion. It makes you feel proud. 
The lounge is quiet, accommo- 
dating to a large crowd, which is 
good considering we waited over 
an hour and a half to be seated for 
dinner on a Saturday night. Every 
last detail was hammered into 
place, from the twisted Martini 


(Band will follow brunch) 
Tickets $15 Students with college id or $20 General Public 
For more information or reservations, 


please call the Student Activities Department at 978/556-3731. 


glasses to the refurbishing of all of 
the masonry brick walls. Every 
detail was accounted for with care. 


As I waited in the lounge to be 
seated, J actually looked out of the 
window and felt like I was in the 


North End, or Fanueil Hall in Bos- 
ton. Then I saw Canal St. and real- 
ized exactly where I was: home. 
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File photos 
WOMEN’S HIS- 
TORY: Elena Dodd 
plays Eleanor Roose- 
velt, above, while 
Judith Black por- 
trays Lucy Stone, 
right. 


Judith Black to act in 
show for Women’s 
History Month 


@ Actors portray the lives of 
historic American figures 


Ihe millennium’s first 
"[[wemens History 

Month offers a unique vantage point from which to 
look back at the not so distant past. Only 150 years ago, 
when Lucy Stone began her struggle for human rights, it 
was legal for Americans to own human beings, and married 
women had no legal existence or property rights. Fifty 
years ago, the struggle for human rights continued with a 
new leader, Eleanor Roosevelt. 

Learn more about both of these historic figures as 
Northern Essex Community College celebrates Women’s 
History Month with “Meet Lucy Stone” and “Meet Eleanor 
Roosevelt: Wife, Mother & First Lady.” 

On Wednesday, March 22, professional performer Judith 
Black will portray human rights advocate Lucy Stone, 
illustrating her courageous example and her passionate 
struggles in the anti-slavery and women’s rights move- 
ments of the 19th century. The noon program, which is free 
and open to the public, will be held in the college’s Bentley 
Library Conference Area. 

Eleanor Roosevelt makes her appearance” on Thursday, 
March 23. Actress Elena Dodd will portray the struggles of 
the former first lady as she becomes involved with politics, 
social issues and the media. Dodd’s performance offers a 
frank and humorous view of Roosevelt’s extraordinary life. 

Dodd will portray Roosevelt as she became involved in 
politics, social issues and the media. 

Both events are free of charge and will take place in 
Haverhill’s Bentley Library Conference Area. 
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All tied up 

Lion or Tiger 
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Maldives capital 
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See answers, next page 
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MAMA’S BOYZ by JERRY CRAFT 
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THE SPATS by JEFF PICKERING 


i ...POSSIBLE SIDE 
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96-page Mama's Boyz book: Send $9.95 + $3 shipping to Jerry Craft, PMB 114, 304 Main Ave, Norwalk, CT 06851 
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ARIES: (March 21-April 20) 
Change is in the air. Allow old 
habits and emotions to be swept 
away and you'll be surprised how 
fast new and exciting situations will 
materialize. Chances are that you’ve 
been trying to work at things alone, 
stop and get feedback from others. 

TAURUS: (April 21 - May 21) 

During the week your physi- 
cal energy will abound. Use this 
f)) hew found energy well and 
\\) include others in the activi- 
ties, possibly children. Tie up 
any loose ends and expect 
something in the workplace 
to come to a head. You have 
a lot to share with those around you. 
GEMINI: (May 22 - June 21) 

There is someone close to you in desperate need of 
financial help. Look around you closely, this individual may 
not be obvious. Feelings of passion will follow you during 
the week. Direct this fiery energy in a positive way. It is a 
good time to express yourself romantically. 

CANCER: (June 22 - July 23) 

Try to maintain your sunny spirit in the face of seem- 
ingly depressing circumstances. Do what you can and try to 
stop worrying. You can do much to change the situaticns 
you find yourself in. Do your best to act fairly, for money 
matters are coming to a head. 

LEO: (July 24- August 23) 

An existing relationship will flourish if you trust the 
other person completely. There is a real possibility for a 
new and intense love. Your spark of enthusiasm brings out 
the best in those around you. This opportunity could pave 
the way to more responsibility. 

VIRGO: (August 24 - Sept. 23) 

You are doing well in your career choice, but know you 

could be doing better if given the chance. That opportunity 


for advancement is right around the corner. Be sure you 
can make good on your promises. There is an introspective 
friend who needs your emotional support this week. 

LIBRA: (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23) 

Turmoil seems to be everywhere this week. Just remem- 
ber that a great deal of criticism can be delivered effectively 
with a smile. It will make more sense to keep people on 
your side if you can channel your rage in a more direct way. 
Joy could be just as habit forming as pessimism is. 

SCORPIO: (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22) 

You may have the opportunity to invest in a creative 
enterprise with unexpected money coming from a family 
member who is looking out for your best interests. If a 
relationship is starting to feel a little stagnant, try to find 
ways to increase vitality, or get out. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21) 

It’s time to take a lead from an ambitious acquaintance, 
and take your shot at fame and fortune. Your love life may 
be a bit rocky this week, so try to accentuate the positive. 
It’s time to sew up any loose ends, leaving no stone 
unturned as you finish up. 

CAPRICORN: (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20) 

Changes do not come easy, but those that may occur in 
your personal life will probably be more excepted than 
most. Quiet time with family will give you the opportunity 
to catch up with others’ lives. When you put your mind to 
it, you can accomplish just what you want. 

AQUARIUS: (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19) 

You seem to have a choice of paths to take. Make sure 
that you are not achieving success at the cost of others. 
Such ambition will no doubt reap rewards you may not 
wish for. It feels as if you are running around in circles; 
everything does not have to be done by the book. 

PISCES: (Feb. 20 - March 20) 

If you are getting too attached, you are only setting 
yourself up for disappointment. Live in the here and now, 
tomorrow will take care of itself. Much of what you have 
been striving for is within your grasp, but you may have to 
count on others to help you reach that goal. 


Feb. 2 - April 5 

Student Leadership Development Program 

Various locations, noon-1 p.m. 

Wednesday, March 22 

Brown Bag Lunch Program 

Library conference areas, Haverhill, noon - 1 p.m. 

In celebration of Women’s History Month, Northern Essex 
Community College will present Judith Black in “Meet Lucy 
Stone.” For more information, contact Judith Kamber at 
556-3955: 

Student Senate Meeting 

Student center theatre, Haverhill, 3 - 5 p.m. 

Thursday, March 23 

Meet Eleanor Roosevelt 

Library conference areas, Haverhill, 2 - 4 p.m. 

“Meet Eleanor Roosevelt”, performed by Elena Dodd, is a 
part of a historical portrait, presenting the former First 
Lady and United Nations delegate in the format ofa lecture 
tour, in a personal, informal style. “Mrs.R.” talks about the 
four decades of her marriage to Franklin Roosevelt. With 
a frank, often humorous look at some ofher struggles, she 
recalls her years as a timid young wife and mother, “life in 
a goldfish bowl” as First Lady and her journey towards 
personal fulfillment. 

Friday, March 24 

Gay/Lesbian Friday Film Series 

Student center theatre, Haverhill, noon - 2 p.m. 

Featured Film: “Beautiful Thing.” The offbeat, underachiev- 
ing denizens ofa southeast London apartment building get 
an emotional wake-up call when two of the neighbors — 
two teen boys — unexpectedly fall in love. 

Wednesday, March 29 

International Festival 

Library conference areas, Haverhill, noon - 1 p.m. 
Northern Essex Community College students, faculty and 
staff share their culture in a celebration of diversity and 
community. Experience food, music and dance from around 
the world. 

Contact either the student activities department at 556- 
3731 or Judith Kamber at 556-3955. 

Student Senate meeting 

Dimitry Building Room 244, Lawrence, 3 -5 p.m. 

Friday, March 31 

Student Trustee Nomination Petitions Due. 

Students must turn in their completed nomination peti- 
tion to either student activities department office by noon. 
The student trustee must meet certain academic and other 
college requirements, as well as be returning to Northern 
Essex for the academic year 2000-2001. 

For more information, contact Dina Brown, coordinator of 
student activities at 978/556-3731 or stop by the Student 
activities department on either campus. 

April 3 - 7 

Student Trustee Elections 

Various times and locations 

For more information, please contact the student activities 
department at 556-3731 or 738-7417. 

Monday, April 3 

Bagel & Coffee Talk Session 

Dimitry Building Room 144, Lawrence, noon - 1 p.m. 
This is an opportunity for students to meet and talk with 
President Hartleb and Vice President Ashley. Bagels and 
coffee will be provided. 

Interclub Council Meeting 

Dimitry Building Room 144, Lawrence, 3 - 4 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 4, 2000 
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Ignore the worm’s behavior 


@ Basketball star should 
grow up and prepare for 
life after hoops 


By ROBERT ARCHER 
Sports Editor 


t's about time the American public 

stopped paying attention to the antics 

of the attention starved Dennis Rod- 
man. 

The Rodman circus pulled into the Fleet 
Center recently along with the rest of his 
Dallas Mavericks teammates. 

The “Mav’s” ended up winning 108-100, 
as they overcame a 20 point third quarter 
deficit to beat the sad sack Celtics on their 
home court. 

This season had started poorly for Dal- 
las, but as of late they have been playing 
well. With the acquisition of Rodman, the 
feeling was that his ability to rebound 
might add something to the club while it 
tries to make a playoff run. 

The “worm” as he is known had been out 
of the NBA spotlight since last season. It 
was Rodman’s appetite (need of cash) for 
the party life brought him back to the NBA. 

Rodman needed the NBA more than the 
NBA needed him. 

He needed the league to support his 
many vices. One of the many things the 
worm craves is a need to be the center of 
attention. Without basketball his time in 
the limelight had disappeared. 

Before signing with Dallas, the only pub- 
licity Rodman had received lately was for a 
drunken fight he had with his wife, ex-wife 
(who knows) actress Carmen Electra in Mi- 
ami 

It’s understandable why Dallas signed 
this guy. He is still a good player. He can 
rebound, and he knows how to outlet the 
ball on the fast break 

He is also a gate attraction for the Mav- 
ericks. Texas is a football state and on top of 
that the other teams in town are successful. 
The Stars won the Stanley Cup and the 
Rangers were in the American League play- 
offs last season. 

The Mavericks aren’t loaded with house- 
hold names; they need the star power of the 
Rodman name to bring fans to the arena. 

In some respects you do have to give 
Rodman some credit. He is smart; he found 
his niche and cashed in on it. Besides who 
cares if he’s exploiting the double digit IQ’s 


Robert Archer photo 


THE FLEETCENTER HOSTS THE REIGNING NBA BAD BOY: Dennis Rodman zippers his warm-up jacket before the game 


that walk this earth thinking that wrestling 
is real. If they are willing to follow this guy 
around buying t-shirts with his likeness on 
them, while he lines his wallets, all the 
power to him. 

America is a free society. We are all 
capitalists, right. 

Over the last few years the worm had 
tried to venture out into different areas of 
the entertainment field to make money. 

There were the movies, remember 
Double Team or Double Trouble with Jean- 
Claude Van Dame. Then he had the failed 
wrestling gig. 

With those failed attempts, he was left 
with few options. 

Rodman must have realized that if he 
didn’t play basketball, no one would give a 
damn about what he did. 


Now that he is back in the NBA, David 
Stern the league commissioner should set 
Rodman straight. The worm has been up to 
his old tricks already. Getting game ejec- 
tions, pulling his shirt off, temper tan- 
trums, etc. Stern should have laid the law 
down. 

They've allowed Rodman to do as he 
pleases. They should make him follow the 
same rules as everyone else. He shouldn’t 
be allowed to sit off to the side during team 
timeouts. He should follow team proce- 
dures for arrivals of practice and game 
time. 

Team coach Don Nelson loses credibility 
with the other players in this situation. 

Later on this year this could turn into a 
problem and split the team down the middle. 

The Mavericks play in the tough West- 


ern Conference. They will have to deal with 
the world champion Spurs, plus conference 
leaders the Trailblazers and Lakers. 

Having Rodman on the team could prove 
to be a distraction to the team when facing 
one of these heavily favored teams. ; 

The best thing for the Mavericks would 
have been not to sign him. They were play- 
ing well without him. 

At some point the Mavericks will get 
what they deserve for signing the worm. 
They knew what they were getting into with 
bringing him aboard. ; 

When he pulls one of his stunts the only 
people it will affect will be his teammates 
who had no choice in bringing him to big D 
and the loyal followers of the Dallas Maver- 
icks who will have to endure another em- 
barrassment to their franchise. — 


Baseball team starts its new season in Florida 


@ Power to assess squad’s 
chances during road trip 


By ROBERT ARCHER 
Sports Editor 


h, Florida, the sunshine state, land 

of citrus fruit and Disney. It’s where 

our grandparents move to escape 
the ravages of winter and to hone their 
skills at bingo and golf. 

For Head Coach Scott Power and his boys 
of summer (in the case of Northern Essex, 
the boys of spring) the trip to Florida is all 
business. 

The main order of business for Power 
will be the evaluation of his baseball team, 
coming off of an undefeated fall season. 
Hopes were raised for a playoff berth for the 
team in the spring season. 


For the team to do well, it first must play 
well within the division. It is that division 
that may be the stepping stone for post 
season success. 

“We have potential to do well in our 
conference,” Power said. 

He says that one of the team’s goals is 
not only to make the playoffs, but to be a 
top seed as well. 

Conference powers Massasoit and 
Quinsigamond along with UConn Avery 
point always field strong teams. 

While in Florida, the team will face both 
Massasoit and UConn Avery Point. It is 
there that Power will be able to get a better 
grasp on predicting his team’s chances. 
Power says that on the junior college level 
it can be tough to predict how a team will 
fare. There is lot of roster turnover; there is 
also the walk-on factor. A student can join 
a team and other coaches will have no idea 
of what that player’s talent is. 


The line up is pretty much set for the 
Knights this spring. There is not much 
competition for a starting job. What Power 
would like to accomplish for his players is 
to gain some experience on this 10 game 
swing through Florida. He would also like 
to set up his starting rotation while the 
team is down there. The coach believes his 
pitching staff is eight deep. He also says 
that defensively the team is sound. 

Right now Power will start Jeff Ireson 
against Miami University-Middletown. The 
coach in setting up his starting rotation 
says that Alex Hakesley is his number one 
starter Ireson will be the number twostarter 
and Gregg Burkinshaw as his number three 
starter. 

Coming off the fall season the team had 
outscored its opponents by 69 runs in its six 
victories. Looking at the spring season, the 
coach knows things may not be as easy for 
the team as in the fall. 


This team will rely on playing aggres- 
sively, moving guys along with whatever 
means it takes. 

“In the spring our line up will be more of 
a line drive double hitters, we might bunt a 
guy over in the early innings,” Power said. 

He also said with the talent and pitching 
the team has that if they don’t make the 
playoffs something would have gone wrong. 
If all goes well on this baseball excursion, 
Power will have seen exactly what he needed 
to see. 

The team will come back north and 
Power will know exactly what he has in his 
team. If his squad is as good as he believes 
not only will he have the information he 
needs, but also he will come back with some 
“w’s” in the win column. 

Anything less than a winning trip will 
spell disaster and that is not the way this 
team can afford to start the season off and 
fall behind in division play. 
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Men lose to Holyoke 


@ Season ends abruptly. 
Players set their sights on 
next year 


By ROBERT ARCHER 
Sports Editor 


n old nemesis came calling for the 

Knights in their regional match up 

against Holyoke. That nemesis was 
the rebounding bug that once again put 
the bite on the men’s season. 

Their team defense and a quick strike 
transition offense had fueled the men’s late 
season run, which put them in the regionals. 
Against Holyoke they were dominated on 
both ends of the court. Holyoke had more 
offensive rebounds than NECC had total 
rebounds at the end of the first half. 

Holyoke also executed their half court 
offense well. That in turn kept the Knights 
from turning the tempo of the game up. 

Point guard and Co-captain Ivan Yambo 
said it was disappointing the way the team 
played. “It was a disappointment we didn’t 
play to our potential,” Yambo said. 

Yambo says they didn’t play well offen- 
sively. The sophomore guard thought the 
difference was the rebounding differential. 
He noted that even when Holyoke missed a 
shot they were getting a second and third 
chance because their rebounding was so 
strong. 

The other Co-captain Joe Marshall 
thought the better team won, but he also 
thought that his team did not play up to its 
potential. — 

Marshall believes the problems were on 
the defensive end of the floor. “We weren’t 
getting out on their shooters in our half 
court defense,” Marshall said. 

He said that part of the rebounding 
deficiencies were due to Holyoke getting 
better position under the boards. 

Despite the loss, the men are looking 
forward to next year. 

The returning players will have gained 
experience in Coach Darren Stratton’s of- 
_ fensive and defensive systems. That experi- 


Building a 


@ Nothing definite 
about first year sport 


By ROBERT ARCHER 
Sports Editor 


o paraphrase one of Kevin Costner’s 
[eee movies build it and they will 

come. That’s what women’s head soft- 
ball coach Sue MacAvoy is hoping for any- 
way. 

MacAvoy is in the first year of trying to 
put together a Lady Knights softball team 
for NECC. ; 

To this point MacAvoy has 13 names, but 
would like to have more to shore up the 
roster for a number of reasons. 

She knows that NECC students have 
other commitments such as jobs and fami- 
lies and might not be able to attend all of 
the team’s games. 

Coaching is not a new endeavor for 
MacAvoy. She is also the head women’s 
volleyball coach. She has also coached soft- 
ball at Simmons College in Boston. 

As a player, MacAvoy played first base 
for four years at Merrywood College. 

At this moment the team will be a club 
sport. (A club sport team is not entered into 


ence combined with some talented recruits 
coming in next year will raise expectations 
for everyone involved with the men’s bas- 
ketball program. 


Yambo thinks next year’s squad will. 


have a good season. In fact, reflecting on 
the program as a whole, the starting point 
guard says that he wishes he could bea part 
of it, but knows his time at NECC is over. 

Marshall shares the same sentiments. 
“Next year’s team should win 15 games 
easily, if not it will be a disappointment,” 
this season’s leading scorer for the Knights 
said. 

Right now Marshall says he is leaning 
towards returning to NECC next year. This 
season’s second leading scorer in division 
III said if he does come back, that he would 
be able to take care of some things around 
here that he might not be able to do some- 
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PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT: Joe Marshall goes for the 2-handed dunk at the sports 
and fitness center. 


where else. 

In anticipation for next season, the play- 
ers will try to work on what they feel are the 
weaknesses in their game. This work along 
with Stratton’s conditioning program 
should prepare the team for the rigors of 
their own and their opponents higher ex- 
pectations. 

The year’s team brought respectability 
back to NECC basketball. No longer will a 
team want to play the men’s team to put an 
automatic “w” in the win column. 

This season’s win total exceeded the last 
three years combined. With that to build 
on, next year could be a break through 
season for the men. 

This gives the men some realistic goals. 
Those goals should include a playoff run 
that takes them deep into the regional 
format. 


Upcoming men’s baseball games 


March 28 vs. Mass Pharmacy 3:30 
March 30 vs. Bunkerhill CC 3:30 
March 31@ Bunkerhill CC 3:30 
April 1@ Naugatuck Valley noon 
April 2 @ Springfield Tech. noon 
April 4 @ Mass. Bay 3 p.m. 
April 5 vs. Mass. Bay 3 p.m. 


Division III 

NJCAA 

Spring 2000 pre-season Men’s baseball 
poll 


1. Richland College, Dallas Texas 

2. Gloucester County college, Sewell, NJ. 
3. Norwalk College, Norwalk, Conn. 

4. Joliet Junior College, Joliet, Ill. 

5. Columbus State CC, Columbus, Ohio 

6. Penn State University/Beaver, Monaca, 
Pa. 

7. Suffolk CC, Selden, N.Y. 

8. Schenectady County CC, Schenectady, 
N.Y. 

9. Eastfield College, Mesquite, Texas 

10. Waubonsee CC, Sugar Grove, Ill. 

11. Ridgewater College, Willmar, Minn. 
12. Erie Community College, Buffalo, N.Y. 
13. Dutchess CC, Poughkeepsie, N.Y. 

14. Quinsigamond CC, Worcester, Mass. 
15. Middlesex County College, Edison, N_J. 


Others receiving votes: 

Fergus Falls CC, Fergus Falls, Minn. 
Hudson Valley CC, Troy, N.Y. 

Westchester CC, Valhalla, N-Y. 

Keystone College Irving, Texas 

North Lake College, La Plume, Pa. 

Dawson College, Glendive, Mont. 

Owens CC, Todedo, Ohio 

Montgomery College, Germantown, Md. 
Mohawk Valley CC, Utica, N.Y. 
Westmoreland County CC, Westmoreland, 
Pa. 

Golf meeting to be held March 27 

On Monday March 27, any one interested in 
golf is invited to attend a meeting at the 
sports and fitness center at noon. 

For additional information, contact Coach 
Donna Felisberto in f-133 in the student 
center. Or call 556-3731. 
Cardio-Kickboxing class set for the spring 
Monday and Wednesday 2-3 p.m. at the 
sports and fitness center gym and Friday’s 
at 2-3 p.m. in the dance studio, D-154. 


softball team from nothing at all 
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home games 
will be played on the Whittier Vo-Tech field 
in Haverhill. 

The team has only met once, but will 
meet again before practicing. MacAvoy 
wants to keep things realistic for her team. 
When the team starts practicing, things 
will come into focus. Until then she will 
think positively. 

“We could be competitive,” she said. 


ther be indoors at the sports and fitness 
center or outside on school grounds. The 
weather and field conditions will determine 
that more than anything else will. 

MacAvoy is looking at holding her prac- 
tices from 3 to 5 p.m. on Mondays, Wednes- 
days and Fridays. 

The player roster will have a variety of 
players, some with varsity experience and 


others with little experience. 

For this first year team MacAvoy figures 
the team will have a relaxed atmosphere 
surrounding it while they establish them- 
selves. 

Right now the team is still looking for 
players. 

Anyone interested should contact Sue 
MacAvoy in D-129 in the sports and fitness 
center. 

If the softball program needs to draw 
inspiration, they need look no further than 
across the hallway at the women’s basket- 
ball team. 

In the last two years, the lady hoopsters 
have turned their club sport program into 
a powerhouse that should be a pre season 
favorite when they enter division III play 
next fall. 

With patience and hard work the soft- 
ball program could mimic the progression 
of the women’s softball team. 

The toughest task for MacAvoy this sea- 
son may be dealing with the unknown of 
being a new team. 

She knows that once the team’s founda- 
tion is in place, those unknowns could turn 
into positives... 

It is these hopes that will keep this team 
going in its early stages. 
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HELP OUT: Peggy Ladd from Ruth’s House takes questions from a fellow volunteer. 
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LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS: Merri Newhall from the Lawrence Adult Learning 


Center, and Peggy Ladd from Ruth’s House. 
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Volunteering 
opportunities 


open to 


® Recent Volunteer Fair 
offers information about 
organizations in the 
Haverhill area 


CHRISTINA LEONARD 
News Editor 


he lobby of Spurk building was bus 

tling with students swarming around 

tables displaying posters and infor- 
mation about volunteering. 

Some of the organizations that repre- 
sented themselves at the Volunteer Fair 
were local and some were from other cities 
and towns around Haverhill. Denise 
Johnson, program director of “Haverhill’s 
Brightside,” said, “part of our job is to clean 
up and beautify Haverhill as well as plant- 
ing bulbs and trees.” 

In October ’99, 10,000 bulbs were planted 
as part of Bloom Fest 2000 around the city 
hall area. This organization also contrib- 
utes to the “Adopt A Park” program by 
cleaning them up and also cleaning vacant 
city owned lots. 

Rose Dittmer, assistant dean of career 
development, said: “The turnout of stu- 
dents this year is impressive, this is great.” 
She runs the volunteer and job fairs every 
year. She gets recruits for these fairs by 
sending out invitations to organizations. 

The Samaritans, which is an organiza- 
tion devoted to preventing suicide, had a 
table set up with information about how 
they can be contacted. They have phone 
lines open 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week. 

They serve 36 communities, including 
the Merrimack Valley and Southern New 
Hampshire. June Robert, a representative 
said, “ it creates a safe place for teens who 
need advice, someone to listen tothem, and 
a confidential, no name system.” 

Roberts also said, “We receive 100 calls 
per day, and over 40,000 a year.” The phone 
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people in your community. 


all 


“It creates a safe place 
for teens who need 
advice, someone to 
listen to them, and a 
confidential no-name 
system” 


&6 


number for the Lawrence area is 688-6607, 
for Lowell, 452-6733, for Haverhill, 465- 
6100, and for Newburyport, 1-800-SOS-TEEN. 

Kristine Malpica, who is involved with 
“Imagine Studios,” said, “We are a non- 
profit performing visual and healing com- 
munity arts center. We are putting on our 
3 annual benefit concert on Saturday, 
March 25 from 7 p.m. - 1 a.m.” It’s located 
off of Rt. 495 to exit 51 (Rt. 125 Plaistow) 
follow 125N past Staples, across from Primo 
Pizza.” 

A display table with emotional impact 
was the Merrimack River Feline Rescue 
Society. oe, 

This is a “no-kill” shelter located in 
Salisbury. For animal lovers this problem 
really pulls at the heartstrings. Most shel- 
ters like the MSPCA are wonderful facilities, 
but after a certain amount of time goes by 
or if the animal is sick, they do euthanize 
the animals. 

This organization uses foster homes to 
get the sick animals well and place them 
with families that they have closely moni- 
tored by applications and interviews. 

This process is to help place these ani- 
mals with a home that is best suited for 
them. Besty McNamara and Nancy Proctory 
are shelter volunteers. They do everything 
from changing litter boxes to feeding the 
animals. 

So if you have the time, share it with the 
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FRIENDLY WELCOME: Marissa Galante, assistant community service coordinator 
STUDENTS WANTED: Pat Driscoll from the Pentucket Early Intervention program. from the Career Development Center, greets participants. 
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